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Objectives

• to introduce the optimising measures for senior secondary
English Language;

• to discuss effective strategies for planning and implementing
the optimised senior secondary English Language curriculum
(e.g. integration of the Compulsory and Elective Parts,
promoting the academic and creative uses of English); and

• to explore effective ways to enhance students’English learning
through making differentiation arrangements and planning
co- and extra-curricular activities holistically
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Part 1 
Effective Strategies for Planning and Implementing the 

Optimised Senior Secondary English Language Curriculum



Measures to Optimise Senior Secondary English 
Language Curriculum – In A Nutshell
Curriculum

• Adjust the lesson time according to that suggested in the Curriculum 
and Assessment Guide (2021)

• Integrate the Elective Part into the Compulsory Part 

• Offer English-related elective subject and Applied Learning courses

• Promote academic and creative uses of English 

Assessment

• Refine the writing paper by reducing the number of questions and 
delinking it from the Elective Part

• Streamline the SBA by allowing flexibility in the number of texts to be 
read and viewed and delinking it from the Elective Part 



Review of 
School 

Curriculum

6

Optimisation
of the Four 

Core Subjects 

Optimisation
of Elective 
Subjects 

Guiding Principles: 
Catering for learner diversity (in terms of interests, abilities and needs) 
and creating room and opportunities for students to: 
- take an additional elective subject or ApL course
- engage in remedial/enrichment programmes
- participate more actively in OLE/LWL/co-/cross-curricular activities

Holistic school curriculum 
planning

Reallocation of lesson time, flexible 
time-tabling & regrouping of 

students 



Suggested Time Allocation for the Senior Secondary Curriculum 
(Effective from S4 in the 2021/22 school year)

Source: Supplementary Notes to the Secondary Education Curriculum Guide (2017) (Published in June 2021) 

English Language 
accounts for
10.5% – 13% of the 
total lesson time for 
the senior secondary 
curriculum



Tips for ‘Packing’

Review School-based Curriculum Plan School-based Curriculum

 Vertical Curriculum
(Knowledge and skills to be learnt  
across different year levels)

 Horizontal Curriculum
(Knowledge & skills to be learnt 
throughout the same year level) 

Compulsory Part + Learning Elements 



Integration of the Elective Part into the Compulsory Part 

Review the learning and teaching elements of the existing school-based 
English Language curriculum

Identify learning  elements in elective modules (no longer limited to 2-3 
elective modules) that suit the interests/needs of students or 
complement OLE/LWL/co-curricular activities

Map the elements of elective modules to the Compulsory Part of the
school-based Senior Secondary English Language curriculum

Adjust the breadth and depth of learning and teaching

Curriculum 
restructuring

Effective 
task design



1) Using the Learning Elements as Extension
and Enrichment Components

A school-based life-planning
education programme

“Reaching out to 
your dream job”

• Understand the dynamics 
of an interview and how to 
prepare for one

• Demonstrate oral English 
skills in a job interview

A job fair  

Workshop on 
analysing job 

advertisements

Workshop on 
writing an 

application letter 
and a CV 

Workshop on job 
interview etiquette 

2 lessons 4 lessons 2 lessons

Activity: Having a mock job 
interview

An extension 
activity on 

Careers Day



2) Creating an Integrated Learning Programme/Module

Social 
Issues

Analyse issues, 
identify and 

define problems, 
consider related 
factors, justify 

views/arguments 
and draw 

conclusions

Debating

Teaching of common and 
transferable skills 

Links to OLE and LWL 
activities



Short 
stories

Techniques and 
language for 

setting,
plot development,
characterisation,

narration and
themes 

- Drama
- Film and 
film review 
in Popular
Culture

Teaching of common and 
transferable skills 

Links to OLE and LWL 
activities

2) Creating an Integrated Learning Programme/Module
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SS Curriculum: - 4 language skills
- grammar
- learning elements from elective modules 
- creative and academic uses of English

Review School-based Curriculum –
Vertical Curriculum Planning

JS Curriculum:  - 4 language skills
- grammar
- language arts 
- RaC / LaC

D
evelo

p
m

en
t o

f en
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lin
g

 skills
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Importance of Enabling Skills 
Enabling skills are essential skills that help students learn to learn. They 
“enable” students to apply their existing knowledge (both linguistic and 
cognitive) in their learning.  Some important enabling skills include:

1. Phonics skills: essential skills for spelling, speaking and listening

2. Vocabulary building skills: essential skills for working out word meaning, 
spelling and reading 

3. Paraphrasing and summarising skills: essential skills for academic 
studies, reading and writing 

4. Elaboration skills: essential skills for writing and speaking 
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Synthesising Ideas and Paraphrasing Skills

My teacher is happy with my  

__________________________________________.
I got 30 marks for the English test last time.

I got 80 marks for the English test this time.

improvement / achievement / progress.

X My teacher is happy with my from 30 

marks to 80 marks.

Example 1

Example 2

I could only run 1km before I started 
training for running.

After training for 6 months, I could finish a 
half-marathon in 3 hours.

I am satisfied with my

__________________________________________.improvement / achievement / progress. 

X I am satisfied with my from only 1km 
to a half-marathon in 3 hours.
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Summarising Skills 

Summary:

The social distancing measures are effective 
in combating COVID-19. 

Original Text:

The social distancing measures, including
the closure of cafes, restaurants, gyms and
entertainment venues and compulsory use of
masks in public areas, are effective in
combating COVID-19, which has become
widespread in the world.

Original Text:

Beef, pork and lamb are rich in protein.

Summary:

Meat is rich in protein. / Meats are rich in 
protein. 

Removing unimportant details 

Providing a general term to cover specific terms  

Example 1 

Example 2



Connecting Different Text Types

Examples of Text Types for Key Stages 1 – 4 (P1 – S6)

What similarities can you 
identify in these two text types?



Format vs. Purpose/Feature

Letters to the Editor Speeches 

Purpose(s) of Text

• to express opinions

• to give suggestions

• to call to action 

Language Feature(s) / 
Item(s)

• to express opinions

- e.g. desirable, crucial

• to give suggestions

- modals, verbs/phrases to make suggestions (e.g. 

suggest, what about …?)

• to call to action 

- language to create urgency (e.g. imperatives, 

conditionals)

• can be more formal • can be less formal



Q4.  You work for the Park Hotel in Hong Kong. You would like to apply for a work transfer to the Shanghai branch of  the 
hotel.

• Write a letter to Mr Wong, your manager.
• Highlight your work experience, why you would like to transfer and how your transfer will benefit the organisation.  

2020 HKDSE Paper 2 (Writing) Part B

Q5. Some people think that the International Olympic Committee (IOC) should include a greater variety of sports in
the Olympic Games. However, for a sport to be considered a new Olympic event, it must meet the following
criteria: 1) appeal to young people; 2) promote gender equality; 3) attract media coverage.

The IOC is inviting the public to suggest sports to be included in future Olympics. You would like to propose
Dragon Boat Racing.

• Write a letter to the President of the IOC.
• Give reasons to support your opinion.  

Q6. To raise public awareness of healthy eating, some countries now legally require food manufacturers to put warning
labels on foods that are high in sugar, saturated fat and salt.

• Write an argumentative essay.
• Argue either for OR against the effectiveness of food warning labels in changing people’s eating habits.  

(Debating) 

(Sports Communication) 

(Workplace Communication) 



Differentiation Programmes



What Can We Do With the Time and Space Created?

Offering English-related elective subject (Literature in 
English) and Applied Learning courses  (e.g. Vocational 

English, Translation Studies, English for Creative 
Communication) 

Devising short customised pull-out enrichment/remedial 
programmes

Organising diversified activities to provide opportunities 
for using English e.g. OLE/LWL/co-/cross-curricular 

activities
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What Should We Consider When Planning for the Differentiation Measures?

What are students’ 
interests, abilities, 

needs & career 
aspirations? How 
are they different?

Do students 
have a wider 

subject 
choice? 

Is a flexible timetable 

adopted to facilitate 

regrouping of students 

in the same year level?

Are we making 
flexible use of 
learning time 

during and 
outside school  

hours?

What is the 
school 

context? 



Part 2 
Infusing Elements of Academic and Creative Uses of 

English into Daily Teaching



Purposes of Learning and Teaching Academic Use of English

When do students need academic English? 

• attending lessons, lectures and seminars

• reading and understanding study materials of other subjects

• doing assignments and assessments of other subjects

What is/are the purpose(s) of promoting academic use of English?

• to prepare students for further studies

• to support students in learning other subjects through English



Characteristics of Academic Texts

Formal Objective

Technical Precise



Academic 
vocabulary

The passive 
voice

Nominalisation

Hedging  
words

Complex 
sentences

Cohesive 
devices

Language Features to 
Achieve an Academic Style



Formal words 

Words that are less often used in daily casual 
conversations
e.g. observewatch

identify find

Scientists try to find the root cause of the pandemic.


Scientists try to identify the root cause of the pandemic.

Subject-specific words 
and 

technical terms

Words that …
• are crucial to understanding the content of the subject

(e.g. photosynthesis, carnivore, isthmus); and 
• often appear in information texts and textbooks. 

Academic Vocabulary



Academic Vocabulary –
verbs for instruction and presentation of ideas

Statement

• state

• declare

• observe

• report

• point out

Description & 

Explanation

• describe

• depict

• define

• illustrate

• demonstrate

• explain

• discuss

• examine

• account for

View

• believe

• suggest

• claim

• opine

• express

Analysis

• analyse

• consider

• examine

• evaluate

• justify 

Argument

• argue

• contend

• refute

• insist

• assert 



Academic Vocabulary –
prefixes and suffixes

Prefixes Meanings Examples

semi- half semi-circle, semiconscious 

uni- / mono- one uniformity, monopoly

bi- / di- / du- two / double bipolar, dioxide, duplicate

tri- three triplicate, tripod

quadri- / quadru- four quadrilateral, quadruple

multi- / poly- many multi-purpose, polygon

pre- before prehistory, premature

post- after post-glacial, post-war

trans- across / through transnational, transplant

over- above / too much overgrazing, overestimate

under- below / not enough undergrowth, underestimate

inter- between / across interpersonal, international

intra- within / inside intrapersonal, intramuscular 

Suffixes Meanings Examples

-able having the ability to sustainable, inflammable

-less without stainless, weightless

-ive / -ous / -ic
having the nature 

and quality of

addictive, corrosive, 

poisonous, infectious, acidic, 

carcinogenic

-ant / -ent / -eer /      

-er / -ee / -or (ess) /   

-ian / -ist

a person

consultant, resident, 

engineer, employer, 

employee, governor (ess) , 

historian, economist

-ance / -ence / -cy /  

-ness / -ment

quality/ state of 

being

dominance, convergence, 

deficiency, competitiveness, 

enhancement

-ity degree probability, elasticity

-ism
belief/ system/ 

practice

Darwinism, mechanism, 

terrorism



When do you teach students about the needs to use
nouns/noun phrases in the curriculum?

• gerunds 

• despite / in spite of

• because of / due to / owing to / in view of

Nominalisation



Nominalisation

Compare these sentences:

• Cooking refers to the transfer of heat from a heat source to the food.

• The cooking of rice involves both a physical and chemical change

• The cooking of Italy is very regionally diverse because until its

unification in 1870, Italy was divided into many separate states.



Why is the use of nouns and noun phrases common in
academic texts?

• obscure context and agency

• turn action into more abstract forms (e.g. facts, processes, concepts, ideas, 
possibilities) 

• creative a more formal impersonal tone

Nominalisation

Underweight people can eat more 
protein and carbohydrates to gain 
weight.

A higher intake of protein and 
carbohydrates helps underweight people 
to gain weight.

Obsolete information should be 
removed from the website to keep 
it up to date.

Removal of obsolete information is 
needed to keep the website up to date.



Hedging



The Passive Voice 

Thoughts from you:

Express your views:

How can I build on the foundational grammar knowledge to help SS 
students master the use of the passive voice in academic contexts? 



Complex Sentences

A 
complex 
sentence

A main 
clause

(A) 
subordinate 

clause(s)

Subordinate clauses:
1. Relative clause: A nurse is a professional who cares for 

sick people. 

2. Noun clause: Astronomers believe that there are 
billions of galaxies.

3. Adverbial clause: Players tend to be more aggressive 
even when they are not playing video 
games.



Cohesive Devices

• connectives/conjunctions
• signposting words
• transition/linking words
• discourse markers

They:
 indicate the change and 

development of ideas
within and across
sentences, paragraphs
and text

 enhance logical flow of 
text



How to Promote Academic Use of English and Implement it 

Language 
across the 
Curriculum 

(LaC)

Reading 
across the 
Curriculum 

(RaC)

Co-
curricular or 

life-wide 
learning 
activities

Other 
Learning 

Experiences 
(OLE)

School  
contexts

Time/schedule

Subject choice
Students’ 

needs
Collaboration and 

communication with other 
departments/committees



2021 Reading Paper Part B2 Q57

What to do in English Language  Identify Generic Skills Common to Subjects

Flow chart of Photosynthesis  

e.g. Reorganising and presenting 
ideas and information in the 
form of tables and charts



e.g. 
Describing 
statistics 
and trends



e.g. Writing comparisons



What is Creativity?  

‘Creativity brings in changes or transformations and is manifested in new ideas, 
acts or products.’

(A73, English Language Education Key Learning Area Curriculum Guide (Primary 1 – Secondary 6))

• novelty and innovation

• think out of the box

Must students create or invent something new?

e.g. writing a poem or short story
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Demystifying Creativity   

Transformation – refreshing change  

(new perspective/presentation)
Re-create old things to add a breath of freshness and break conventions

Invention – imaginative ideas + practical know-how

Come up with new ideas and present them in original ways

Discovery – new knowledge and understanding (awareness & sensitivity)

Realise or find out something unnoticed before

42



Promoting Creative Use of Language in Senior Secondary English 
Language Classroom 

Example of Activities

Discovery
Close reading and textual analysis
(comprehension to appreciation)

• Read texts (e.g. a poem, an advertisement, a flyer) to discuss the themes and 
give personal responses (e.g. choose the most powerful line / impressive part).

• Analyse how words (e.g. sensory language, rhyming words, pun) and literary 
techniques (e.g. symbolism) are used to convey meaning and create effects. 

Transformation
Adaptation into another form 
Rewriting of existing texts
(re-creation and re-presentation)

• Turn an extract from a novel / short-story into a script / conversation.
• Draw a picture on a poem.  
• Rewrite the lyrics to present another theme.
• Create a parody of an existing text.
• Change a part of the story (add a new character,  give a new ending).
• Re-write a story using another point of view / narrative voice / plot sequence.

Invention
Generation of ideas and 
presentation in engaging ways
(production of written and multi-
modal texts) 

• Brainstorm ideas and select quality ones to develop.
• Learn and practise using different writing techniques in focused ways.
• Edit writing to polish language, add variety and achieve effects.
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What to do in the Senior Secondary English Language Classroom

• Encourage students to play and experiment with the language

(fun and risk taking VS. rules and accuracy)

• Help students see things and present ideas from fresh perspectives  

(developing thinking and language skills )

• Design learning activities to heighten awareness and sensitivity to 
creative use of language and provide opportunities for application

Explicit teaching and focused practice of writing techniques

Limited rules can produce unlimited sentences – Chomsky
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Common Techniques in Creative Writing

Narrative Techniques (Fictional narratives) Literary Devices 

• Characterisation (e.g. round or flat 
characters, portrayal of their look, 
thoughts, speech and actions)

• Use of setting
• Dialogue
• Narrative perspectives and point of view 

(e.g. 1st or 3rd person)
• Plot development (e.g. conflict, climax)
• Narrative sequence (e.g. foreshadowing, 

flashback and flashforward)
• Strategies for opening (e.g. into the 

middle or from the end of the event) and 
closing (e.g. resolution, twist, enigma, cliff-
hanger)

• Imagery (vivid & sensory descriptions)
• Similes and metaphors
• Personification
• Symbolism
• Contrast
• Repetition of words / sentence 

structures (e.g. parallel structure)
• Pun
• Repetition of sounds (e.g. alliteration, 

assonance, rhyming words)
• Rhythm (patterns of intonation and 

stress)
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What writing techniques and creative language can be taught in a focused way 
through these writing topics?

Explicit Teaching of Writing Skills and Techniques



S-T-E-A-L Characterisation







Vivid Descriptions 
powerful adjectives & sensory language to appeal to our senses
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Senses Example

Sight There I saw my brother step out of a fiery red convertible and 
walked into the classy hotel with white pillars and glowing 
chandeliers.
He wore a stylish slim-fit suit in smoky grey, looking sleek 
and smart.

Sound Vroom! His car sped past me and vanished around the corner 
of the street.

Taste Seeing how well my brother seemed to be doing, I couldn’t
help feeling sour and bitter with envy.

Touch My brother was clean-shaven and his hair was slicked back
with gel, looking as smooth as an egg tart.
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Sensory Language
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Showing not Telling



Creative Use of Language is Not Only for Story Writing 

Opening

In recent years, manufacturers of electric cars have been keen to promote their 

products. However, less than 3% of all vehicles sold in 2020 worldwide were 

electric. While petrol cars continue to sell like hot cakes, electric cars remain 

unpopular among drivers ( _______________________________________).

____________________________________________________________________

In the following, I am writing to discuss why electric vehicles are regarded as 

undesirable by drivers and suggest some measures to make them more attractive.

are like stale bread which no one is interested in

They can only sit silently in the companies’ showroom, waiting desperately
to be brought home by drivers.

Comparison 
(simile & metaphor)

What similar expressions can
be created to describe the
unpopularity of electric cars?
Can you think of a kind of
food that is so unappealing
that no one will buy?

Personification
Can you add human qualities
to the unsold electric cars?
You may describe how they
sit and feel while waiting to
be bought.

Although studies show electric cars are more environmentally friendly than petrol cars, less than 3% of all 
vehicles sold in 2020 worldwide were electric.
Write a letter to the editor of Hong Kong Post.
• Discuss why sales of electric vehicles are so low.
• Suggest what can be done to attract more people to drive these vehicles.
Writing topic taken from Paper 2 of the 2021 HKDSE English Language Examination ©HKEAA



Creative Use of Language is Not Only for Story Writing 

Conclusion

To conclude, driving electric cars is a good alternative to driving petrol cars. It is 
economical, energy-saving and environmentally friendly/eco-friendly. Clearly, 
driving electric vehicles will become more attractive if governments worldwide 
provide more financial incentives, if car manufacturers succeed in expanding the 
battery capacity, and if power companies install more quick chargers in the public 
charging network. From now on, why don’t we buy a better car to build a brighter 
world?

• Parallel structures
• Alliteration
• Rhetorical questions



Your Turn
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Use of language in focus:

• ?

• ?

2022 HKDSE Writing Question 5:

The following comment appeared in the editorial of 
Hong Kong post.

Young people today lack interest in traditional art forms 
such as lion dance, calligraphy or the art of tea drinking.

You are the chairperson of your school’s Heritage Club. 
Express your views by writing a letter to the editor of 
Hong Kong Post.

Writing technique in focus:

• ? Use of literary devices

• Parallelism (e.g. The lion dance is 
performed to bring prosperity, good 
luck and joy.)

• Alliteration (e.g. Calligraphy calls for 
concentration, calmness and control.)

• Rhetorical questions (e.g. Don’t you 
want to preserve such precious 
cultural heritage?)

• Comparison (simile & metaphor) (e.g. 
Art is the best medicine.)



What to do in the Senior Secondary English Language Classroom to 
Promote Creative Use of Language?

58

Map writing 
techniques to each 

writing topic. 

Provide opportunities 
for students to 
practise writing 

techniques.

Equip students with 
skills that are 

transferable to different 
learning tasks.



To bring Academic & Creative Uses of English into 
your SS English Language Classroom 

 Exploit the potential of existing materials used for the learning and teaching of 

four skills, vocabulary and grammar  extend and deepen learning from there

 Highlight the academic and creative elements in reading texts and design 

appropriate noticing or awareness raising activities 

 Provide opportunities for application and practice of target academic and 

creative writing skills
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School Sharing



Resources and Curriculum Documents on Optimisation

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-
edu/optimising_SS_English_Language.html

English Language Curriculum and Assessment Guide (Secondary 4 - 6) (2021)

[effective from Secondary 4 in the 2021/22 school year]

References and Resources

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/optimising_SS_English_Language.html


Learning & Teaching Materials
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Academic Use of English

Posters and activity sheets

Creative Use of English
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An example: L&T materials on Creative Use of English 
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Creative Use of English – Activity Sheets



Learning & Teaching Materials



Student Activities/Competitions

SOW Motivational Talk Contest
(Nov 2022 - Apr 2023)

School-based activity “Week of Positivity”
(Feb - Jul 2023)

Poetry Remake Competition 
(Dec 2022 - Mar 2023)



Resources and References 
on English Language Education

ELE KLA Website
www.edb.gov.hk/ele

All learning & teaching 
resources and references 
for ELE can be accessed 
at the ELE KLA website.

http://www.edb.gov.hk/ele

